
The Harvest  

I. Jesus declares that there is always a great harvest available for the souls of 
men (Matthew 9:35-38). 

 
A. The harvest stirs the deep compassion of God (Matthew 9:36). 
B. Even one sinner who repents causes great joy in heaven (Luke 15:1-10; 10:17-

21). 
 

II. Jesus’ answer for fulfilling His desire for the harvest is releasing his 
authority to his followers (Matthew 9:37-38; 10:1-4, 7-8). 

  
A. Our faith and commitment are critical. 
B. When we labor for the harvest, we experience Jesus’ compassion and His joy 

(III John 4; I Thessalonians 2:19-20). 
C. There is something missing in the heart of a person or a church where there is 

not a strong witness going out to the lost. 

 
III. Deeply believing that you were born to influence the world for Christ is the 

key to making it happen (Matthew 5:13-16). 
 

A. We are the salt of the earth. We make the earth thirst for God, and we 
preserve the knowledge of the presence of God in the earth. When we are not 
salty, we lose our sense of purpose (Matthew 5:13). 

B. Jesus said we are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). The witness of 
Christians invades the darkness and displaces it. 

C. When we are not salty and giving light, we lose the sharpness of our sickle. 
 

IV. Sharpening your sickle 
 

A. Every generation must live in the expectancy of fulfilling The Great Commission 
for every tribe, tongue, and nation on the earth (Matthew 28:18-20; 24:14; 
Isaiah 11:9) 

B. You are armed and dangerous! You can persistently and consistently use the 
power God gave you (Matthew 10:7-8; Acts 1:8; Mark 16:14-20). 

C. Use all your gifts and talents for God. The people around you should be fully 
aware of your relationship with Jesus because of your success in life, your love, 
and your character (Colossians 4:3-6). 

D. Continual prayer for yourself and others to be laborers in the harvest is 
powerful (Matthew 9:37-38). 

E. God inspires us to do beautiful deeds that make the world glorify God (Matthew 
26:10-13; 5:16). 
1. Kindness for the weak (Isaiah 61:1-4) 
2. Ministering to the great social issues of our day 
3. Helping governments solve difficult problems 
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