
Receiving God 

 
I. God is always leading His people into receiving supernatural encounters with Himself and 

into giving supernatural encounters away. “Freely you have received; freely give” 
(Matthew 10:1-8). 

 

A. Learning to cope with the discomfort of stepping into the supernatural Spirit of God is 
the secret to walking with God. It is done by “faith,” because “without faith it is 

impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6).  Faith is really spelled R-I-S-K. 
B. Jesus called Peter the rock on which He would build His Church (Matthew 16:13-20) 

1. Peter was the first apostle to receive the revelation of who Jesus really was. 

2. He was also the first disciple to give away what God had in mind for the world. 
a. Peter preached the first Christian sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2). 

b. Peter was the first Christian to demonstrate the true nature of the 
Kingdom of God—words and works (Acts 3:1-10, 15-16; 4:4). 

c. Peter was the first to open the door to the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48). 
 

II. Most experiences with God involve receiving and risking. 

 
A. Many people want a step-by-step manual. 

B. The Jesus Program 
1. Believe you have authority (Matthew 10:1). 
2. Go and declare (Matthew 10:7). 

3. Heal and deliver (Matthew 10:8). 
C. Fortunately, most people are born hungry for a relationship with their Creator. If we 

lose our hunger, He often lets the pain of the world help us get it back.  
1. Receiving God means letting our hunger outweigh our discomfort in reaching 

out for God. 
2. We do not risk for the sake of risk. Faith says, “I’ll do it for more of You, 

Jesus.” 

 
III. Peter learned to move in supernatural power through his experiences with Jesus.  

  
A. “You give them something to eat” (Matthew 14:15-21). 
B. Peter walking on the water (Matthew 14:22-33)  

1. Peter asked a bold question (Matthew 14:28). 
2. I’m not sure if Peter really liked the answer, “Come!”   

C. Many miracles involve walking on water and continuing to walk until you reach the 
boat. Peter’s fear didn’t make him sink. He sank, because he stopped (Matthew 

14:30). 
 

IV. The bottom line: receiving God and making it possible for others to receive God means 

we have to get out of the boat for Jesus’ sake and trust Him to keep us from sinking.  The 
end of all this is very happy (Luke 10:17-21)! 
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